
Scituate Conservation Commission
and Scituate Land Trust

Joint Meeting, 7:00 p.m., April 12, 2022

I. Call to Order



Agenda



II. Pledge of Allegiance



III. Roll Call



IV. Welcome Guests



V. Approval of Meeting Minutes: March 8, 2022



VI. American Rescue Plan Act:
Funding Proposals
A. Hope Septic/Sewer Feasibility Study
B. Sidewalks, Pathways, and Trails Initiative
C. Other



VII. Grant Awards & Requests:
Discussion and/or Action

A. DEM Recreational Trails Program Grant Award              
• DEM Recreational Trail Grant in the amount of $99,533

B. Congressional Appropriations Grant Request              
• $290,000 for the Scituate Rhode Island Land Trust to help with reforestation and 

revitalization of Esek Hopkins Park

C. DEM Recreational Grant Application
D. Other



VIII. Solar Ordinance: 
Discussion and/or Action
• See Town Council Agenda for 2/10/22. 

Link from Public Hearing includes the draft 
Ordinance for first reading along with 
our letter to the TC and the Plan Commission.

• Strategy for support at Public Hearing



IX. Discussion of Comprehensive Plan and other items for Plan Commission

• See Town web site for overview. Detailed drafts not yet available.



X. Annual Meeting: Discussion and/or Action

• Date/time?

• Format?

• Task assignments

• The Alice M. Howland Conservation Award

recognizes an individual, group or organization that has rendered outstanding service, 
either recently or over a period of years, to natural resource conservation in the Town of 
Scituate. The award is in the memory of Alice M. Howland, formerly of Hope, one of 
Scituate’s pioneers. An 1896 graduate of Vassar College, Ms. Howland donated her large 
barn and farm property along Hope Pont to the town in 1932 to be used by the village as a 
community and recreation center. Today, Hope Associates carries on her legacy and 
continues to provide these opportunities to citizens of town at this location. In 1951 she 
became the first certified Tree Farmer in Scituate. Her family’s interest in conservation can 
be traced back to their interest in forestry and tree planting efforts they undertook on the 
family farm as early as 1913.



XI. Ethics Commission filing reminder



XII. Conservation Commission Business:
Discussion and/or Action

A. Purchasing: Deer Guard and Tree Planting $893.14
B. Arbor Day reminder: April 29 at Clayville School
Arbor Day is Friday April 29, 2022
• Times right now are first half school at 9:45 am and second half at 10:30 am
• Will meet with Principal and staff on site this Friday at 2 pm
• Nursery has been contacted, no problem getting tree
• Mulch has been procured
• Proclamation has been sent to the Town Council President is on the April agenda
• Shovels and assorted hand tools will be provided
• Invitation list has been left to the School

C. Earth Day Projects
1. Esek Hopkins Park, April 23

a. Rotary Club activities/invasive plant control
2. Forestry Education Day for the Scituate Jr./Sr. High School Environmental Club, 
April 26 at Esek Hopkins Park (Partnering with the Northern RI Conservation District): 
To include tree planting and protection installation.

D. Property Monitoring



XIII. Land Trust Business: Discussion and/or Action

A. Request for use of Brightman Farm
B. Legislation update

1. Public Trust law (passed last year): how it relates to our properties
2. S2400 & H7455: “Liberal interpretation” safeguarding CEs – Support
3. Tracking proposed legislation

a. H7123 Green Economy Bonds: Support
b. H8037 Relating to Parks and Recreational Areas –
Public Use of Private Lands--Liability Limitations: Oppose



XIV. CC/LT Member comments/announcements

A.RILT Council Annual Meeting, April 20, 5:30 pm via Zoom 
(email cpowning@rilandtrusts.org)

B. Save the dates: 2022 Land and Water Conservation Summit, July 14, 15, 16

mailto:cpowning@rilandtrusts.org


XV. CC/LT Adjournment



 

 

  

 

Chairman Pearson and Committee Members 
Senate Committee on Finance        March 14, 2022 

State House 

Providence, RI 02903 

Re: Governor’s FY2023 Budget, Article 5, Question 3, Green Economy Bonds (H7123) 

Position: FOR (with the following requests for increased funding) 

Dear Chairman Pearson and Committee Members: 

As a member of both the Scituate Land Trust and the Scituate Conservation Commission, I am keenly 

aware of the benefits of previous Green Economy Bond allocations. I’m a resident of the village of Hope 

in Scituate, and within walking distance of Lawton Farm, which the Land Trust owns, a 54-acre open 

space parcel managed as a grassland bird habitat and for passive recreation. We were recently awarded 

nearly $100,000 from the last round of Open Space grants to improve public access and enjoyment of 

Lawton Farm and three other similar open space parcels in Scituate. 

The pandemic has made clear the importance of these passive recreational opportunities for Rhode 

Islanders. Drive by Lawton Farm any weekend and you’ll see several cars in the small parking lot. We 

have a trail counter on one of our more remote properties, Westconnaug Meadows near Clayville, and it’s 

not unusual to log 15-20 hikers in a day. At the height of the pandemic in the fall of 2020 we led three 

public walks (masked and socially distanced) on three of our properties which drew more than 100 people 

to enjoy the outdoors as part of RI Land Trust Days. 

The need for more such conserved areas is clear. Therefore, I strongly support increasing the proposed 

$38 million in Green Economy Bond by at least $6 million as follows: 

• Increase the State Land Acquisition Program (“Open Space”) from $3 million to $5 million (Page 

2, Line 33). This program was zeroed out in the last bond issue leaving a backlog of eligible 

forests, open spaces, watersheds, and recreation lands. 

• Increase the Local Land Acquisition Matching Grant Program from $2 million to $3 million  

(Page 3, Line 3). This would make more funds (up to 50 percent matching) available to municipal 

land trusts and local nonprofits for preserving valuable open space throughout the state. 

• Add item (i) (after Line 10 on Page 3) providing at least $3 million for the Agricultural Land 

Preservation Commission (ALPCP), which is critical to preserving some of the last available 

farmland in the state. Not funding this program leaves matching federal funding on the table 

(USDA-NRCS Agricultural Land Easement Program). 

I fully support including the Green Economy bonds in the Governor’s FY 2023 Budget and increasing the 

funding with the above suggested modifications. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Robert Bower 

21 Set N Sun Dr. 

Hope, RI 02831 

robbower@aol.com 

 

 

Town of Scituate 

Rhode Island 

Land Trust 



Testimony by Robert Bower, Chair, Scituate Land Trust 

Dear Chairman Craven and Members of the Committee 

RE: H8037 Relating to Parks and Recreational Areas – Public Use of Private Lands-Liability Limitations 

OPPOSE House Bill 8037 

As a member of both the Scituate Land Trust and the Scituate Conservation Commission, I spend many 

volunteer hours managing and protecting public lands to be enjoyed by the residents of our town and 

state. It would be a mistake to amend the General Laws with H8037 because it would mean our Land 

Trust or the Town or Scituate could be sued for any accidents on these properties, even in the absence 

of negligence. The existing law was originally enacted to encourage property owners to welcome the 

public for recreational purposes, and the proposed bill would expose us to massive liability and has the 

potential to shut down our hiking trails. And it would severely hamper our efforts to secure grants to 

add to and protect our public lands. 

The pandemic has made clear the importance of passive recreational opportunities for Rhode Islanders. 

Drive by one of our prized properties, Lawton Farm, any weekend and you’ll see several cars in the small 

parking lot. We have a trail counter on one of our more remote properties, Westconnaug Meadows near 

Clayville, and it’s not unusual to log 15-20 hikers in a day. At the height of the pandemic in the fall of 

2020 we led three public walks (masked and socially distanced) on three of our properties which drew 

more than 100 people to enjoy the outdoors as part of RI Land Trust Days. 

It is clearly stated in Article I, Section 17, of our State Constitution that you have a duty to secure the 

people’s rights “to the use and enjoyment of the natural resources of the state….” This bill would 

endanger those rights. 

Therefore, I urge the committee to oppose H8037 to ensure that state and municipal lands are 

protected and stay open for public use and recreation. 

Thank you for hearing my concerns. 

Robert Bower 

21 Set N Sun Dr. 

Hope, RI 02831 

robbower@aol.com 
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